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In celebration of the Entry into Force of 
 The Protocol Concerning Pollution from Land-Based Sources and Activities (LBS)
UNEP’s
Caribbean Environment Programme

Is Pleased to Launch

The Wider Caribbean LBS Protocol

Collage
 Competition

February 2 – June 30, 2011
Theme: “A Future that is Pollution Free – Join Hands to Protect Our Caribbean Sea”
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Wider Caribbean LBS Protocol Collage Competition:

“A Future that is Pollution Free – Join Hands to Protect our Caribbean Sea”

The theme for the competition focuses on our beautiful Caribbean Sea, and how we can protect its fragile, vulnerable coastal and marine ecosystems 
from land-based sources of pollution.

Recognizing the critical importance of the Caribbean Sea to economic development,  28 countries of the Wider Caribbean Region (WCR) signed the Cartagena Convention for the Protection and Development of the Caribbean Region in 1983. UNEP’s Caribbean Environment Programme (CEP) serves as Secretariat to the Convention.
In response to the need to protect fragile, vulnerable coastal and marine ecosystems from human activities, the governments of the WCR also articulated three technical protocols addressing specific priority environmental issues: the Oil Spills Protocol, to prevent oil spills; the SPAW Protocol, to promote biodiversity conservation; and, the LBS Protocol, concerning pollution from land-based sources and activities, which represent over 80% of the pollution of the Caribbean Sea.

· The Oil Spills Protocol entered into force in 1986.

· The SPAW Protocol entered into force in 2000.  
· The end of 2010 marked the formal entry into force of the LBS Protocol upon ninth ratification of the Protocol by the Government of the Bahamas. 
· The LBS Protocol establishes regional effluent limitations for domestic water and national plans to address non-point sources of pollution such as agricultural runoff. 
Reducing Land-Based Sources of Pollution

· Domestic sewage flowing directly into the sea, including wastewater from households, businesses and hotels, carries high levels of bacteria and viruses which pose health risks to users of coastal waters and consumers of seafood.
· Polluted runoff and contaminated sediment generated from land clearing, cultivation of crops and rearing of animals finds its way to the streams, rivers, estuaries and sea, carrying topsoil, poisons, pesticides and other materials which degrade coral reefs, endanger biodiversity and pollute fisheries.
UNEP-CEP invites competition participants to use the medium of the collage to illustrate the importance of preventing the pollution of the Caribbean Sea from land-based sources and activities and taking concrete actions such as:
· Disposing of garbage properly and not in rivers, drains or on beaches; 

· Participating in beach clean-ups and picking up litter at the seashore;
· Promoting reusing and reducing the use of disposable plastic bags and bottles;

· Reducing the use of toxic pesticides and improving fertilizer management; 

· Planting a tree, a shrub or a flowering plant, to stabilize the soil and reduce the risk of erosion.
Entry Rules and Conditions
Children from the ages of 12 to 18 interested in participating must do so through their school class, environmental club, faith-based group and/or other community or youth organization. The collage should be submitted to the country representatives that have been designated by UNEP-CEP on the attached list.
NO INDIVIDUAL ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

1. The Competition will run for approximately 5 months, beginning on World Wetlands Day, February 2, 2011. 

2. Organizations are invited to submit their collages to the Environment Division for national judging by no later than June 30, 2011.  
3. Collages can be assembled using any combination of photos, sketches, paintings, or physical objects, and should be NO LARGER THAN 18” x 24”.
4. Full name and contact details of the organization, including a list of the names of all children participating, must be on the back of the collage entries.

5. Collages that have been shown or accepted elsewhere will not be accepted.
6. No TEXT is Allowed in the collages.  Collages containing text will be automatically disqualified.
7. Only hard copies of collages will be accepted (E-mail entries will be accepted after hard copies are received {environmentantigua@gmail.com}).

Prizes and Award Ceremony
Country Winners will be selected by a panel of judges in each country and announced in September, 2011 (national prizes to be determined locally). 
REGIONAL Winners will then be chosen from among the first prize country winners by a regional judging panel chaired by UNEP CEP, to be announced in late fall of 2011.
REGIONAL Cash prizes will be awarded as follows:

First Prize: 

US$1,000.00

Second Prize

US$750.00

Third Prize

US$500.00
A representative of the winning organization will be invited to an official awards ceremony shortly thereafter at the UNEP-CEP Offices in Kingston, Jamaica. On hand to present the prizes will be Mr. Nelson Andrade Colmenares, Coordinator of the UNEP-CEP.

The winning collage for the region will be converted into a portable banner, incorporated into UNEP-CEP’s educational materials on the LBS Protocol, and will be used in future promotional campaigns and communication efforts.  National winners will also be used for promotion of pollution prevention activities in the Wider Caribbean Region.
To prevent Pollution, We Commit - The LBS Protocol, Get with It!
For more information, consult: www.CEP.UNEP.ORG
www.environmentdivision.info/blog

� “collage” refers to a technique of composing a work of art by pasting on a single surface various materials not normally associated with one another, such as  magazine clippings, parts of photographs, packaging, paintings, solid objects, etc.





